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Bonsai Society of Dallas 
 

 

 

Message from the President 

 

June has arrived and although I really dislike the heat, I'm looking 

forward to a more relaxed schedule now that my kids will be out of 

school.  My plan is to get things caught up in the backyard (early in 

the morning of course).  The trees and shrubs around my pond need 

a little tiding up, followed by a nice water balloon fight with my 

kids and then a little food and water for my bonsai trees. 
 

Of course thinking that there is nothing to do bonsai wise during 

summer would be a big mistake.  Just take a glance at my TO DO 

list each month and you will get a better idea of just how much there 

is still left to do.  I hope this list has been helpful.  I know 

sometimes it may seem vague but the point is to hear back from you 

that this is a subject you would like to explore further.  Remember 

that to run a good bonsai club you need your members to give you 

feedback and ideas as to what they like, dislike and what they want 

to learn more about.  Don't be shy to come tell me you didn't like 

something.  I can't make it better if you don't tell me.  I say this 

because so far I've heard a lot of really nice things about our 

programs. I hope this is a sign that everyone is happily learning 

about bonsai.  But in the slight chance that we are not meeting the 

needs of all our members I'd like to freely open the door 

for comments and feedback. 

 

We’ve got busy months ahead with some really good programs. 

Don't forget to bring your trees and questions to this month's Study 

Group program.  July will be a much needed wiring techniques 

workshop and August we'll be honored to have Peter Tea join us for 

a lecture / demo and a club workshop.  You won't want to miss this 

one so start planning for it now!!  On the slight chance that you are 

reading this and belong to another club in Texas, please feel free to 

come see Peter with us. 

 

Looking forward to it all! 

Sylvia 
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June Program  

Study Group with Bonsai Smiths  

9:00 AM to Noon  

North Haven Gardens  
 

It is time again to enjoy another seasonal Study Group with the 

Bonsai Smith team of Howard and Sylvia.  Who can pass up the 

valuable help that two of the clubs' most knowledgeable members 

impart?  After all, they have each won Best in Show awards in the 

two past exhibits at the annual LSBF convention.   

 

They will continue to show us the way to go with our bonsai trees 

in training.  We recommend that participants bring trees from the 

previous Study Group so that they can help continue to improve and 

refine your trees.  If you are new to this program, bring one or two 

in that you will want to improve as part of this ongoing series.  

There will be a photo station set up for you to take your ‘before and 

after’ photos to help maintain your bonsai journal on these trees.   

 

Participants are encouraged to bring tools, wire and up to two trees 

to work on.  If you would like, you can wire your tree ahead of time 

to get assistance with setting branches and styling.  Tropical trees 

can be brought in to repot but there will not be soil available.  Those 

needing soil can contact Sylvia Smith at 972-754-9883 prior to the 

meeting.  

 

So join us once again with up to two trees, your tools, wire, and 

questions.  Don’t miss this most educational of programs!  There is 

no charge for members; non members are welcome to observe at no 

charge or participate for a $25.00 fee.   

   
   

Upcoming 

Events 

 

Saturday, June 1
st
, 9 - Noon 

Bonsai Study Group with the Bonsai 

Smiths "Summer Bonsai Care" 

Saturday, July 6
th
, 9 – Noon 

Wiring Techniques / Workshop, 

followed by Bonsai 101 

 

Saturday, August 3
rd

, 9 – Noon 

Guest Artist – Peter Tea 

 

Saturday, September 7
th
, 9 – Noon 

Club Auction 

Sunday, September 15
th                   

 

LSBF Touring Guest Artist - Cheryl 

Manning 

 

 
 

 
Club Show at the Dallas Arboretum 
(Details to be finalized) 

June 1
st
 

Puget Sound Bonsai Association 

Annual Auction 

Federal Way, WA 

June 6
th
 – 9

th
  

International Bonsai Colloquium 

Rochester, NY 

 

July 20
th
 – 21

st
 

Columbus Bonsai Society  

40
th

 Annual Bonsai Show 

Columbus, OH 

 

October 12
th
 

Carolina Bonsai Expo 

Ashville, NC 

 

October 19
th
 

2013 Fall Foliage Festival 

Weyerhaeuser Pacific Rim Bonsai 

Collection 

Federal Way, WA 

 

April 10
th
 – 13

th
 , 2014 

LSBF State Convention 

Houston, TX 

Events 

Elsewhere 

 

In case you have not heard, the Artisan Cup event that is being planned 
by our friends Ryan Neil and Michael Hagedorn has been postponed until 
September 26 – 28, 2015.  Here is an excerpt from their website: 
 

Over the past fourteen months of research and planning the potential of 

the Artisans Cup has been a driving force in our bonsai community to 

grow and improve the level of our trees. The enthusiastic response from  

the entire western bonsai world fueled our ambition and helped shape and 

even evolve the Artisans Cup team’s own concept of the possibilities for 

such a show. The project was daunting from the beginning, but we’ve all 

grown learning just what it takes to put on an event of this scope and size, 

and to stay true to our vision of bringing bonsai into the public eye in a 

premier venue such as the Portland Art Museum. 

 
Read more at www.artisanscupofportland.com 

 

http://www.artisanscupofportland.com/
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LSBF Convention in Retrospect 

By Jerry Riley 

 

At our recent convention I was delighted to see an 

entire area of the exhibit devoted to suiseki.  We even 

had a critique of the exhibit by a Houston club 

member, Peter Aradi.  Awards were given for the 

Best Suiseki and Best Gongshi, which is a Chinese 

style stone.   

 

The Japanese term suiseki (pronounced suu-ee-seck-

ee), also called viewing stone, literally means “water 

stone,” and is derived from the traditional placement 

of stone in water as their scenic coastal rock islands. 

It is admired for its beauty and for its power to 

suggest a scene from nature or an object closely 

associated with nature.  An example of this can be 

seen in the picture below that I took while at the 

convention in New Braunfels.  Notice the placement 

of the small sampan (boat) in the water tray.  It gives 

scale to the viewing stone making it appear as a 

mountain.     

Among the most popular types of suiseki are those 

that suggest a distant mountain, a waterfall, an island, 

a thatched hut, or an animal.  These stones are found 

in mountain streams, on windblown deserts, along 

ocean beaches - anywhere that nature may have 

deposited or shaped them.   

 

For me, one of the highlights of the convention was 

this display of about a dozen suiseki, most featured 

on their daiza, or carved wooden stand that conforms 

to the stone.  I love the Zen-type quality these 

viewing stones have and calm, serene, feeling they 

exude.  You may recall the club's visit in May of 

2012, by famed collector and lecturer Chiari Padrini 

of Italy.  Her lecture on suiseki was very informative 

and gave some of us the inspiration to start collecting.   

I just couldn’t resist buying yet another in the vendor 

area.   

 

 

 

 

The Texas State Bonsai Exhibit 
 

As you may recall, there has been a big push to raise money to 

begin building the structure that will house the future permanent 

collection of bonsai in Austin, Texas.  An anonymous donor 

committed a $10,000 donation if the TTSBE team could raise the 

same amount in donations.  Our club kicked off the final push in 

April with a donation of $1,000. We are happy to announce their 

goal was met!  

Best Suiseki Best Gongshi 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/9290304@N06/8668927410/in/set-72157633292162527
http://www.flickr.com/photos/9290304@N06/8668929902/in/set-72157633292162527
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More Convention Photos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steven Hendricks hard at work on his new       

Texas Persimmon 

Leon Lombard works on his Kingsville Boxwood 

slab (saikei) 

Dan Robinson masterfully carves with Lance 

Williamson looking on 

Bill Muto ponders his workshop tree under the 

guidance of Erik Weigert 

Howard Smith receives the second of his two awards. 

Best in Show and Best Conifer 

A nearby scenic drive gave us a great view of bald 

cypress along the river bank.  That is nebari! 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/9290304@N06/8696008057/in/set-72157633388155340
http://www.flickr.com/photos/9290304@N06/8668863798/in/set-72157633292162527
http://www.flickr.com/photos/9290304@N06/8668914726/in/set-72157633292162527
http://www.flickr.com/photos/9290304@N06/8667734007/in/set-72157633292162527
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It’s a Big Deal! 
 

Congratulations are in order for our very own 

Howard Smith.  He has been invited to join the 

board of the National Bonsai Foundation. 

 

The National Bonsai Foundation (NBF) is a 

nonprofit organization established in 1982 to 

sustain the National Bonsai & Penjing Museum 

in Washington, DC.  

It cooperates with 

the U. S. National 

Arboretum by 

offering financial 

support and advice 

to the museum.  This 

private/public 

collaboration 

between the 

foundation and the 

arboretum enables 

the museum to 

promote the art of 

bonsai and penjing to visitors through 

masterpiece displays and educational programs 

while also fostering intercultural friendship and 

understanding. 

 

Howard was one of three new members added to 

the board, and the only member on the board from 

the State of Texas. In his usual modest way, 

Howard downplayed the honor but said “NBF 

helps the United States National Arboretum 

educate the public about the art of bonsai with over 

200,000 visitors per year. With a representative 

from Texas we will begin 

to have some say in 

national level bonsai 

activities.” 

 
Would you like to know 

more about this wonderful 

organization and the 

National Bonsai & Penjing 

Museum?  Check out their 

website at www.bonsai-

nbf.org.  And check out 

their latest newsletter for 

details about their three newest members, 

including Howard. http://www.bonsai-

nbf.org/site/images/bulletins/vol23no3.pdf.  

 

 

Congratulations Howard!!!!! 
 

By The Numbers 

Have you been to our website lately?  You are not alone.  Just look at all the traffic we get.  A big shout 

out and thanks to Todd Hang for handling our updates and for providing this data to us monthly.  He 

has been looking after our website for well over a year now.  Thanks Todd! 

 

Month     
2013 

Total # 
of Visits 

# of 
People 
who 

Visited 

% of 
New 

Visitors 

%  of 
Returning 
Visitors 

Avg. 
Visit 

Duration 

% from 
US 

% from 
OSUS 

February 211 152 64.93% 35.07% 0:02:19 91.94% 8.06% 

March 193 161 77.20% 22.80% 0:02:18 95.34% 4.66% 

April 229 183 71.60% 28.40% 0:01:21 96.50% 3.50% 

 

Any ideas on how to improve our website?  Please pass them along to any of our board members. 

http://www.bonsai-nbf.org/
http://www.bonsai-nbf.org/
http://www.bonsai-nbf.org/site/images/bulletins/vol23no3.pdf
http://www.bonsai-nbf.org/site/images/bulletins/vol23no3.pdf
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May Program in Review 

From Rough Stock to Beautiful Bonsai  

 

We had a great time at our last meeting, looking at over a dozen or so 

bonsai that our members brought in to share with us.  The first part of 

the program was planned with seven members bringing in one or more 

trees to share.  Each member who brought in a featured tree(s) told us a 

little of the history of the tree and shared pictures of how it had evolved 

over the years.  It gave us a greater appreciation of just how far they had 

come.  Seeing the pictures really hit home on the importance of taking 

pictures and keeping good records.  Remember our program last year by 

Dave Schleser about good record keeping or bonsai journaling?  So 

true! 

 

 

While the first part of the program was planned, many 

other members brought in trees to share.  All were in 

various stages of development, but we enjoyed hearing 

their stories…..some more entertaining than others.  

Bill Weber shared with us the ‘Ying’ and ‘Yang’ of his 

juniper and had us in stitches.  Jeff Andrus brought in a 

couple of trees and a great idea too.  He is using a cocoa 

fiber mat this year to protect the surface of his bonsai 

from the hot sun.  It should also keep the squirrels at 

bay.  Sounds like a good idea as it still allows water to 

penetrate.   

 

 

 

All in all, a fun program.  Thanks to all who participated and 

especially to Lance Williamson, Steven Hendricks, John Miller, 

Josh Murphree, Garrett Larson, Dave Schleser, and Diane Lowe 

for the preparation.   

 

 

And thanks also to Paul for the 

great idea and Sylvia for the 

organization!  

 

Josh with his Lace Bark Elm 

Garrett with his twin-trunk Japanese Maple 

Bill sharing his Juniper’s journey 



BSD NEWSLETTER  PAGE 7 
JUNE 2013 

Bonsai Society of Dallas, P.O. Box 836922, Richardson, TX 75083-6922 • www.bonsaisocietyofdallas.com 

June Bonsai 

Tips and Advice 

by John Miller  

 
Join me in congratulating a couple of guys from our 

area in being elected to the Board of Directors of the 

National Bonsai Foundation,  Howard Smith of Dallas 

and Alan Walker of Lake Charles, Louisiana.   

 
If you think you need to leaf prune, you probably can 

still do it but need to be careful, it could turn hot in a 

hurry.  I have done it on Shumard oaks successfully.  

Again never leaf prune the atropurpeum varieties of 

Japanese maples, they don’t rebud very well. 

 

When night temperatures stay above 60 degrees you 

can begin repotting your tropicals.  I would wait 

another month though for any buttonwoods. 

 

However, some tropicals can be leaf pruned all 

summer.  The Ficus nerifolia especially benefits by 

leaf pruning and can be done more than once each 

summer.  That will develop the heavy twiginess you 

see in the Ficus bonsai from the Far East. 

 

As the summer progresses the growth of deciduous 

trees will slow.  But you still need to keep an eye out 

for errant shoots.  Keeping a clipper with you when 

watering will let you take care of most of them.  Just 

like in the spring a shoot too long will thicken the twig 

too much.  The major pruning chore is now transferred 

to the tropicals.   

 

Tip pinching on some flowering species like the crape 

myrtle will result in fewer flowers but if you let it go 

they get out of shape.  I prefer to try to balance the 

flower/design question by pinching early. This 

provides more growing tips to divide the energy and 

the resulting flower is shorter.  It’s less showy but 

more in scale. 

 

Also if you have fruiting bonsai, you should reduce the 

number of fruit on the tree.  The number one goal of 

the tree is to provide seeds for reproduction and it will 

starve itself in order to do so.  Again, most fruit are too 

large to look good on a bonsai 

 

You may think  the days are relatively cool but the sun 

can still make the pot pretty hot.  Not only does this 

dry out the soil very fast but the tree roots do not like a 

hot soil.  A temperature I have heard given is that 120 

degrees will kill roots on most plants.  I cannot give 

you a precise to-do list since your backyard is different 

from mine but you should be sure that the sun does not 

hit the pots directly.  Notice especially where the hot 

afternoon sun, from 2pm to sundown, hits your bonsai 

area.  If you use a cover of any kind be sure that the 

side of the pot is protected also.  A loose weave cover 

is preferable to solid paper or foil. 

 

Think of walking barefoot down an open sidewalk.  

Anything solid (such as a pot) will soak up the direct 

rays and get very hot.  It’s bad enough when the air 

temp goes over a hundred without the sun adding to it.  

You should do something to block the direct rays of 

the sun and put a bit of air, however thin, between the 

material and the pot and/or soil.  Afternoon shade 

helps the foliage but the morning sun can heat up the 

pot too much.  A solid cover on the soil is not very 

desirable as it makes it hard to water. Long fiber moss 

on the surface will protect the soil and let water thru.  

Cloth on top of the moss would work and can be 

extended out to protect the sides of the pot.   

Aluminum foil has been used and some have built 

wooden boxes the same size as the pot to set the 

bonsai in but these are not desirable techniques as they 

do not leave any air space. 

 

Get to know you trees like your children.  Which ones 

use more water and which ones stay moist between 

waterings.  If some are difficult to keep happy you can 

try moving those to a cooler location (but be sure they 

get their sunlight).  Another trick is to group these 

together so that you can hit them with a shot of water 

twice a day and not have to spend the time going thru 

all your trees. 

 

Extended damp weather (if we have it) is good for 

fungal diseases like black leaf spot and mildew.  Treat 

weekly with potassium hydroxide, or sodium 

hydroxide (baking soda), or a 1% hydrogen peroxide.   

 

Also watch for signs of insect problems.  The spider 

mite will always be near.  Others to look for are scale 

of various forms, aphids, and mealy bugs.  I use the 

organic foliar feed (1 Tablespoon each fish emulsion, 

liquid kelp, molasses and cider vinegar per gallon of  

water) to control all these.  You can use some of the  

other organic controls or a chemical according to label  

directions.  Always read the label directions carefully 

and never apply oil based chemicals to buttonwoods. 

(continued on next page) 
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June Bonsai (continued) 

 

If ants, or any other creature, are building nests in the 

soil, the tunnels and cavities will prevent proper 

watering and result in loss of roots.  After you get rid 

of the ants, be sure to grab your chopsticks and work 

the soil down and eliminate any holes.  You will 

probably need to add a little more soil on top. 

 

The best way to fertilize bonsai is by using fertilizer 

cakes.  The cakes provide a slow constant feeding each  

 

 

 

 

time you water.  Cakes made with a cottonseed base 

will provide as acid ph when they break down which 

we need in any city water system I know of. Making  

your own is easy and much cheaper than buying them.  

I use chemical fertilizers such as Miracid or Peters a 

couple of times a month also.  My main problem with 

chemicals is not knowing how many bad salts may 

accumulate in the soil and also in knowing that each 

time I water I am washing the chemicals out on the 

ground and potentially into our groundwater.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tip of the Month 

Do you want a way to keep moisture in your bonsai during the hot 
summer months?   

Just add a layer of sifted sphagnum 
moss.  First sieve sphagnum through 
a medium to large size soil sieve.  
Next water the soil surface before 
adding the sifted sphagnum.  Once in 
place, follow with another light 
watering.  This can be applied to all 
your bonsai now.  Even trees that 
prefer a dryer climate still need 
protection from our Texas heat.  So 
add sphagnum for its water retention 
properties and to keep surface roots 
from drying out. 

 

Photo courtesy of Jonas Dupuich at bonsaitonight.com 
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June’s To-Do List 

This is a simple monthly checklist for those enthusiasts who 
have the knowledge and skill required to perform the tasks 
listed.  It is intended to tell you ‘what’ to do, not ‘how and why” 
to do it.  Want to know more?  Send in any questions you 
might have or come to any monthly program to discuss 
further.   

 

All Species 

 Fertilize trees dependent on species’ needs  

 Protect from extreme heat (see Tip of the Month)  

 Check wire requirements  

 Treat for insects as needed 

Deciduous 

 Cut back shoots and re-wire branches 

 Feed moderately throughout summer months 

 Do not let shoots become too strong, unless you are 

thickening a branch 

Evergreen/Conifer 

 Decandling begins at the end on the month for 

medium to large Japanese Black Pine only.  Other 

pines are treated according to species and cork bark 

black pines are decandled ever other year.  Wiring 

can be done within one week after decandling.  

 Junipers can be thinned and wired as needed, 

"pinching" on refined trees to maintain shape 

Flowering/Fruit 
 Cut long shoots and wire trees at the end of the 

month to set flowers for the following year   

 Azaleas should be thinned to two leaf buds on 

strong areas and three leaf buds otherwise; 

whirls should be trimmed to two side branches.   

 No more pruning until late June 

Tropical 
 Continue repotting through first week in June 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Walter Pall will not be able to join us as a 
guest artist for the LSBF convention but he 
continues to write extensively on his blog.  
Follow this link for an excellent article with 
great photos.   
http://walterpallbonsaiarticles.blogspot.com/ 

In this article he discusses an alternative to 
the traditional method of leaf pruning on 
maples.  He calls it the hedge cutting 
method.  It is a very different approach but 
you can’t argue with his success.  There are 
lots of great photos in this blog so take a 
look.   

 

. 

Link of the Month 

Peter Tea will be our guest artist in 
August and our LSBF Texas touring artist 
in 2014.  On his blog he describes work 
he was assigned to do as an apprentice in 
Japan on “Zuiou”, the 1996 Kokufu prize 
winner, a Japanese Black Pine. 

 
Check out his blog about his experience 
with this revered tree at: 
http://peterteabonsai.wordpress.com/2013
/05/05/the-return-of-the-king/ 

There are some great photos too! 

Link of the Month 

Don’t forget that our July program is a 
short discussion on the mechanics of 
wiring followed by a hands-on workshop.  
Be sure to select what tree you want to 
bring in order to practice your wiring skills.     
 
Plan now and be sure to bring wire, tools, 
and a tree.  If you don’t have a tree, you 
may want to consider buying a nursery tree 
and getting it thinned out before the 
meeting so it is ready for wiring.  If you 
have any questions, please ask any board 
member for help.    

Program Reminder 

http://walterpallbonsaiarticles.blogspot.com/
http://peterteabonsai.files.wordpress.com/2013/05/the-beast.jpg
http://peterteabonsai.wordpress.com/2013/05/05/the-return-of-the-king/
http://peterteabonsai.wordpress.com/2013/05/05/the-return-of-the-king/
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   Learning Opportunities 

 

 

 

       
 

Tropical Bonsai 

School  

 

                           By Pedro J. Morales  
 

Year 1  
June 22 nd  ï June 28 th    

9 am ï 5 pm  

 

Year 2  
July 27 th  ï August 2 nd  

9 am ï 5 pm  
 

Held at ñTimeless Trees ò in Rosenberg, TX.   
 

Seven days of intensive instruction, lecture, videos, and hands -on work with the world renowned 

Bonsai artist Pedro Morales.  Lunch and supplies included.  The best instructional value in the U.S.  

 

$600.00 per class  

 

Contact Hurley Johnson to sign up, 832-526-5962 or  hurley@all -tex.net  
 

 

 

    Bonsai Smiths                                 

       Upcoming Classes 

 

     June 29, 2013 - Japanese Black Pine Session II / Juniper Workshop 

     November 9, 2013 - Japanese Black Pine Session III 

     January 25, 2014 - Japanese Black Pine Session I 

     February 8, 2014 - Repotting and Root Refinement 

     May 17, 2014 - Maple Tree Ramification and Refinement Session I 

     June 28, 2014 - Japanese Black Pine Session II / Juniper Workshop 

     July 12, 2014 - Maple Tree Ramification and Refinement Session II 
 

For more information please check the website which will be updated very soon!   

www.BonsaiSmiths.net 

 

http://www.bonsaismiths.net/
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Place Your Ad Here! 

 

Business card size is $5.00 per month 
Half page size is $20.00 per month 
Full page size is $35.00 per month 

 
For more details contact: 

                          Chuck Talley 
                     chuck_talley@tandybrands.com 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.bonsaismiths.net 

 
Howard and Sylvia Smith  

www.BonsaiSmiths.net • Cultivators of fine trees 
bonsaismiths@earthlink.net • Collection maintenance 
Tel#  (972) 754-9883 • Private instruction 
Fax#  (972) 661-0694 • Classes, lectures & demos 
 

www.benttreebonsai.blogspot.com 

 

www.timeless-trees.com 

 

www.hfimports.com 

 

mailto:chuck_talley@tandybrands.com
http://www.bonsaismiths.net/
http://www.benttreebonsai.blogspot.com/
http://www.timeless-trees.com/
http://www.hfimports.com/

