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       Bonsai Society  of Dallas  
 

 

                       Message from the President  
 

The convention is over and the convention board is still diligently 

working on auction reimbursements and getting all of the dust settled 

after the party.  Ultimately the goal of providing a great program with 

top notch instruction has been accomplished.  People left with pretty 

awesome workshop material and most left with some goodies from 

either the raffles, auction or the vendor room.  Most importantly, 

everyone left with new bonsai knowledge.  I'm happy with the 

outcome and of course, at every convention we try something new in 

Dallas.  Some things worked, others not so much, but one thing is 

certain, conventions HAVE changed over the years.  

What was once a very well attended venue has become a more 

selective event largely because what was once the ONLY place to 

educate on bonsai, has been replaced by the Internet.  That in turn 

means that we now have to work with a smaller audience or expand 

our view way beyond being just a regional state convention.   I think 

we get a little closer every time we think outside the box.  But for sure, 

attendance is not what it used to be when I saw my first convention in 

1995.  That one was an ABS (American Bonsai Society) Convention 

in Dallas.  The ones that followed were not much different than one 

with a national following as far as attendance goes, even though it was 

obvious that a regional show was not as spectacular as a national 

one.  Over time I've watched those numbers dwindle even at California 

conventions, which once were considered the Mecca for bonsai 

education.  I've also watched national clubs lose their steam while 

local clubs increased their capacity for bringing in better guest artists 

and better workshop material. 

I see awesome things happening in bonsai because we have such great 

educators available to us who are rooted in true education and armed 

with exceptional technical skills.  Something extremely different than 

the days of the old self-proclaimed professional who taught what they 

learned through trial and error.  That said, I also see change is 

inevitable if we want to stay up with the times.  My Grandmother used 

to say "if you don't keep up with time, you'll get left behind" .....and 

she totally meant that metaphorically.  She was a wise 

woman.  Looking forward to hearing your experience, good or 

bad.  Can't get better if we don't hear it all!  Please contact me to share 

any thoughts.   

Sylvia 
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Scheduled 2017 board meetings:  
April 24, July 10, and October 16.  
Any member is welcome.  Please 
contact Sylvia Smith in advance for 
location if you plan to attend. 
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May  Program  
Pot Selection and Member Swap Meet  
9:0 0 AM to Noon, May 6 th   -  No rth Haven Gardens   

An important element of bonsai involves the selection of the best pot 

to compliment the tree.  Sounds easy enough; but then you realize that 

leads to all kind of decisions to make.  What size, shape, finish, color, 

textureééyikes, that is a lot to think about!  How do I find the perfect 

pot?      

Then join us at the May meeting and Sylvia Smith will share her 

knowledge about proper pot selection.  As you will learn, many of the 

characteristics of the tree will guide us through how best to select the 

pot.  There are certain artistic guidelines that will take us in the right 

direction, but more subtle nuances will also be discussed.   

After the program, we then get started on our first ever member swap 

meet.  This is an idea that one of our members suggested so we thought 

we would give it a try.  No money changes hands, just good old 

fashioned óhorse-tradingô.  Bring bonsai related items you no longer 

want/need (starter trees, seedlings, tools, pots, etc.) and get ready to 

swap.  What if you want something but donôt have a bonsai items to 

swap?  Then maybe something else might do the trick ï a dozen 

cookies, a bottle of wine, lunch at NHGs, a gadget, a book or 

magazines, a packet of seeds, a garden toolé..you get the idea, right?  

Letôs have fun and give this idea a try.  

Remember, no money changes hands, just a good time to share and 

socialize.  Oh, and be sure to come early to set your items up on the 

tables before the program starts.  ? 

       

 

 

Upcoming  

Events  

May 6th ïPot Selection 

Guidelines & Member Swap 

Meet 

June 3rd ï Study Group with 

Bonsai Smiths 

May 6th ï 7th  

Sacramento Bonsai Club  

71st Annual Show 

Sacramento, CA 

May 13th  

World Bonsai Day  

Pacific Bonsai Museum 

Federal Way, WA 

May 13th ï 14th  

Albuquerque Bonsai Show 

BioPark Botanic Garden 

Albuquerque, NM 

May 25th ï 28th 

Brusselôs Rendezvous Weekend 

Olive Branch, MS 

May 25th ï 29th 

BSF/ABS Convention 

Orlando, FL 

June 3rd ï 4th  

Sei Boku Bonsai Kei Exhibition 

San Mateo, CA 

June 23rd ï 25th  

US National Shohin Bonsai 

Exhibition  

Kannapolis, NC 

July 15th ï 16th   

Columbus Bonsai Society Show  

Columbus, OH 

August 25th ï 27th  

Ann Arbor Bonsai Society Show 

Ann Arbor, MI 

 

Events 

Elsewhere  

 

Same tree, different pots.  Which would you choose? 

Photos courtesy of Jonas Dupuichôs blog at bonsaitonight.com 

http://bonsaitonight.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Yaupon-holly-bonsai-9.jpg
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LSBF Convention / Dallas 2017   
by Sylvia Smith , Convention Chair  

 

We did it!  We held a very successful convention; one we 

can all be proud of.  Our guests seemed to have a good 

time and I heard many nice compliments on our event.  

Our guest artists were great and I think had a wonderful 

time with us.  Our vendors were busy throughout the event 

and seemed to pack up less than they arrived with, and 

hopefully all who attended came away with an energy to 

continue to work to accelerate our learning, promotion, 

and enjoyment of this ancient art form.   

None of it would have been possible without the 

wonderful help of all the convention board members who 

worked for more than a year to plan and make this happen.    

My heartfelt thanks to the following teammates:  Bill 

Muto ï Registration, Christian Gamboa ï Workshops, 

John Borusheski ï Raffles, Howard Smith ï Exhibition, 

Steven Hendricks ï Vendors, Diane Lowe ï Auction, and 

Jerry Riley ï Treasurer.  Thank you so much for all your 

hard work! And thanks to all the club members who 

volunteered throughout the weekend.  We could not have 

done it without you.   

Before you know it, we will be planning another 

convention.  Until then, hope you enjoy some of these fun 

photos.  Next month we will feature photos and the 

winning trees from the exhibit. ?

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
All convention photos courtesy of Joey McCoy 
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LSBF Convention / Dallas 2017  
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May  Bonsai  
Tips and Advice  
By John Miller   

The abnormal winter we had this year will cause you 

to need to adjust your work schedule.  You already 

have for repotting and the first pruning.  Now you 

should look at adjusting your fertilizing and any leaf 

pruning you may want to do. 

Usually in the Dallas area, May is the time to do the 

leaf pruning job if you have to do it.  If you have kept 

the new growth pinched properly, you have been 

getting the ramification usually attributed to leaf 

pruning.  The only good reason for 

leaf pruning is to replace foliage that 

has been damaged by wind or insects.  

On some individual plants that have 

large foliage, the new foliage may be 

smaller.  Leaf pruning should only be 

done on strong healthy trees and 

should be done after the spring 

foliage has matured and supplied the 

tree with enough nutrients to produce 

a good crop of new foliage.  It must 

be done well before the summer heat 

causes the plant growth to slow or stop.  I consider 

the very latest time (and not at all desirable) to be 

Memorial Day.  Leaf pruning is done by cutting the 

stems of those leaves that have them (maples) or 

cutting across the leaf about 1/16 inch from the twig 

if leaves are attached directly on the twig (elms).  The 

tree should be well fertilized 7 - 10 days before the 

operation.  It will not need as much water until the 

new foliage has developed. 

When the nighttime temperature stays above 60 

degrees it is time to start repotting the tropical 

material.  Since there are so many different 

requirements for tropical, I will not try to cover their 

needs here.  But in general, I like to put them in partial 

shade and mist them until the new growth starts. 

Warm humid days are favorable for fungal growth.  

Watch for mildew, black leaf spot on elms and 

yaupons, among other.  As an organic control, I use 

hydrogen peroxide in a 1% solution (mix 1 part of the 

normal 3% commercial product with 2 parts water).  

Baking soda is also recommended organically. 

Aphids, spider mites, and scale continue to be the 

most prevalent insects.  The foliar feeding of fish 

emulsion, liquid kelp, molasses, and apple cider 

vinegar (1 tablespoon each per gallon of water) is all 

the control I use for them.  Scale is the most difficult 

because it is covered with a waxy coating (the scale).  

You may need to use a horticultural oil mixed as 

directed on the label.  Be sure that the direction you 

read is for summer use as some have two dosages 

given, one for dormancy (usually the first and 

strongest) and one for summer.  Donôt 

use oil on buttonwood or any other 

plant not included on the label.  A 

systemic applied to the root zone 

according to the label may be used.  

Donôt stick a stem in your mouth if 

you use systemic or other chemicals. 

If you see damage to the foliage or the 

plant is not doing well, look for other 

problems and if you donôt recognize 

the culprit ask you favorite 

nurseryman for help.  A lot of root problems (insects 

or fungi) look like undernourished trees. 

Start checking your pots to see if the sun is heating 

them up.  Our summer sun shining on dark pots can 

make the soil temperature soar and kill the roots.  Try 

putting your hand on the pot.  Roots are living 

organisms and cannot take high temperatures any 

more than you can.  Heating also dries out the soil 

making you water more often.  Any number of ways 

of keeping the pots cool will work, the requirement 

being to prevent the sun from getting to them.  I do 

not care for the aluminum foil methods because I 

donôt care to have the light reflected into my eyes.  A 

simple cloth with a slit to go around the trunk works 

fine. A shade cloth should be used on the western side 

to keep late (after 4 pm) day sun off. 

Remember all the work that you did in the spring?  

Keep the new growth trimmed so that you havenôt 

wasted your time.  While trimming or watering check  

Continued on the next page. 

 

Organic Foliar Spray  

To one gallon of water 
add one tablespoon 
each of: 
¶ Fish Emulsion 
¶ Liquid Kelp 
¶ Molasses 
¶ Apple Cider Vinegar 


