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Hello club!! There is only one thing that one can count on to remain the
same, CHANGE. Texas is seeing a very slight uptick in Covid cases despite
having a massive decline in cases compared to January and February. Now
just crossing fingers, hoping spring break doesn’t make too much of an
impact. Why does all this concern the club? Man, wouldn’t it be fun to start
up in person meetings again?! We are closely keeping an eye on the
possibilities, but the time is not now. Hopefully by summer though.
I got all my trees re-potted right in time, did you guys? Remember if you
would like to share any personal stories, successes, mishaps, lessons
learned, pictures or ideas please send them to me or any of the board
members you see just to the left of this message.

Board of Directors
President: Joshuah Murphree
jmurphree@lonestarcom.com
1st Vice President: Brian Myers
bc.myers@outlook.com
2nd Vice President: Luis Lebron
luislebron78@gmail.com
Secretary: Ben Karlson
bkarlson@gmail.com
Treasurer: Emily White
treasurer@bosaisocietyofdallas.com
LSBF Delegate: Howard Smith
bonsaismiths@tx.rr.com
Membership Chair: Jerry Riley
jafa625@gmail.com
Webmaster and Social Media Chairs:
Scott Ferguson
elvisisdead1212@yahoo.com
Rodrigo Aguilar
rigoap93@gmail.com

I want to thank Elsa Boudouri for showing us an amazing transformation on
her collected Scotts Pine. When she showed us the final design and that
striking profile, I was blown away! On top of the outstanding information
she shared, it was officially our most attended virtual meeting at 51 viewers.
This month we will be hosting Pavel Slovák from the Czech Republic,
working on another very prolific pine that we can find all over Texas. More
information below. Don’t miss this meeting! I would like to thank our board
members that are advertising for us on social media, I can truly see the
difference it is making.
I’m so happy for spring to be in full force and seeing the life just bursting in
all my trees. Are you happy for spring as well? If so, share some pictures
with us. Below is one of my fun successes, purchased from the late Ray
Hernandez and re-potted last year is my plum tree with beautiful spring
flowers and a fresh style wiring. Come on, don’t be shy
Happy Bonsai Yall!!!

Joshuah Murphree

Media/technical support: Chandra
Vemulapalli, csvemula@gmail.com
Members-at-Large: Bill Muto
bmuto@aol.com
Newsletter Editor: Haiying Huang
Haiying_huang@yahoo.com
Past President: Sylvia Smith
sylvia3smith@gmail.com
President Emeritus: John Miller
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April Program
Yamadori Pinus Mugo Styling Demonstration
with Pavel Slovák

Upcoming
Events
Apr. 3

9:00 AM April 3rd, 2020 (zoom meeting) (CST, UTC +6)

May 1

Our guest artist for our April Zoom
meeting will be the phenomenally
talented Pavel Slovák. Pavel comes
to us from the small village of
Vigantice in the Czech Republic. His
first attempt to grow and shape
bonsai took place in the autumn of
1986 at the age of 21. Every year
since, his bonsai work has become
more and more intense.

Jun. 5

He performed his bonsai internship
at Mistral Bonsai in Spain. Since
2006 he’s been organizing his own
seminars on growing and styling
bonsai. Since 2012, he has been
working as the head lecturer of the Bonsai School in Košice. His profession
has been garden realization and services, as well as this beautiful bonsai art.
At work, he prefers creative work using a wide range of bonsai styling
techniques. The vast majority of plants are yamadori and garden yamadori.

Dec 4

Pavel’s list of achievements and awards in bonsai is long and impressive
indeed. Among them are:
• Winner of 2020 NTC European Bonsai Association in Trevaréz, France.
• Received the title "Personality of the Czech bonsai scene" in 2002.
• Instructor at the big “Burrs” bonsai event in England
• Numerous other demonstrations and exhibitions in Czech Republic,
Slovakia, Poland, Lithuania, France, Spain, Irland, Denmark, and China.
For this Zoom Demo, Pavel, live from Czech Republic, will demonstrate his
methods and processes with a massive yamadori Pinus mugo. I hope you’ll
join us for what I am sure will be a very fascinating and informative demo with
this naturally talented artist.
Meeting trailer with the material located here on our YouTube Channel;
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MgPrnh_hQIM
ZOOM MEETING INFORMATION
https://zoom.us/j/2262333815
Meeting ID: 226 233 3815
One tap mobile
+1-346-248-7799 2262333815# US (Houston)
+16699009128, 2262333815# US (San Jose)
Dial by your location Meeting ID: 226 233 3815
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/aAGYadEKh

Jul. 10
Aug 7
Sept 4
Oct 2
Nov 6

Styling a Mugo or Scot Pine
Pavel Slovak
Bonsai Pots Lecture
Michael Ryan Bell
Bonsai workshop with
Bonsai Smith
Demo and BYOT Workshop
Boon Manakativipart
TBD
TBD
Club Auction
Bonsai Smiths Working
Pines and others
Holiday Party

Events
Elsewhere
Apr. 5th, 2021, Tour of the Bonsai
Pavilion and Bonsai care
Demonstration, Meadowlark
Botanical Garden, Vienna VA,
USA
Apr. 20-21, 2021, Bonsai
Convention, Mistral Bonsai,
https://www.mistralbonsai.com/e
n/evento/bonsai-conference17th-and-18th-april-2021/
Jul. 9-11, 2021, the British
International Bonsai Show,
https://sussexbonsaigroup.word
press.com/2020/07/03/thebritish-international-bonsaishow-9th-11th-july-2021/
Sept. 3-5, 2021, the 52nd Annual
Bonsai Exhibition, Rocky Mountain
Bonsai Society, Denver, Co
Sept. 11-12, 2021, 7th US
National Bonsai Exhibition, East
Rochester, New York, USA
Oct. 2021, the 9th World Bonsai
Convention 2021, Perth WA
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April Bonsai
Tips and Advice
By John Miller

Do the math! Bonsai is a study in mathematics. You
start with triangles in the design of individual trees
and forest plantings. You use the golden rectangle or
Fibonacci series to proportion the tree and pot.
Powers of two show you the multiplication of twigs
with proper trimming. Fortunately, you do not need
to be a math whiz to do good bonsai, just follow the
rules and it will look good without you having to
know why.
Most trees will do well in the full sun at
this time of year. However, if you have
had them in partial shade be careful
about moving them directly to full sun.
They probably should be acclimated
gradually. Too much wind will cause
the leaves to burn. Some damage may
not show up until hot weather.

don’t know about the dried seaweed versus liquid
kelp as an insecticide.) I use the mixture both as a
foliar spray and as a soil drench fertilizer. As a
weekly foliar spray, it keeps aphids and mites under
control as well as any other insect I’ve had. The
prime requirement is to cover the entire plant, top
and bottom of the leaves with a fine mist sprayer (no
hose end stuff). I try to drench soil twice a month
partly because I don’t think the plant can absorb all
the minor elements it needs thru the foliage.

Fungal diseases can show up with damp
weather. Leaf spot can be serious on
Catlin and Chinese elms and on hollies.
To one gallon of water add
one tablespoon each of:
Mildew shows up later with warmer
•
Fish Emulsion
weather. There are organic fungicides
•
Liquid Kelp
available, potassium bicarbonate or
•
Molasses
baking soda (sodium bicarbonate).
•
Apple Cider Vinegar
Check an organics nursery or
Repotting for most hardy bonsai has
publications. A 1% solution of hydrogen peroxide
ended. Very late budding species like oaks may still
(dilute the standard 3% store bought stuff 2 parts
be done, depending on your local climate. I also do
water to each part peroxide) is also recommended
dwarf yaupon and olive then. It is still too early for
but it can injure very new foliage.
the tropicals; they should usually be held until the
Be sure to check your soils each day for proper
night temperatures are in no danger of going below
water content. It is easy to assume that the soil has
60.
plenty of water when the days are cool or there has
Going on now is trimming, feeding, trimming, check
been some rain. It is also too easy for a tree with full
for insects, trimming, shows, trimming. You get the
leaves to shed water outside of the pot or a good sun
idea. Trimming, that is the pinching, plucking or
and low humidity after a front to dry the soil. I
whatever of new growth, is the process that both
suggest that you remove most of the moss so that
develops refinement on your tree but is vital to keep
you can see and feel the soil in order to determine
it from losing that desired state. This is not pruning
how dry it is. (Moss growing on the trunk or roots
which is cutting of branches which should not be
will cause the bark to rot also) An automatic
done when there is a strong sap flow which starts
watering system will be an aid but you should not
when the tree breaks dormancy and continues until
rely on it to replace hand watering. Hand watering
after the leaves harden or later.
allows you to adjust the watering for each tree
individually. Also, most automatic systems use a
A good organic program takes care of both the
drip system which only waters a small spot in
feeding and the insect problems. I recommend the
shallow containers.
mixture of 1 tablespoon each of fish emulsion,
liquid kelp, molasses and apple cider vinegar to a
If you have early blooming azaleas, you should
gallon of water. (A commercial product called
remove some of the buds. Most azaleas have way
Garret Juice which is to be used the same way uses
too many buds to look good when they do not have
compost tea, dried seaweed, water, molasses and
room to open fully.
vinegar. As a fertilizer, this should act the same but I
Organic Foliar Spray
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April Bonsai

Continued

Varieties that bloom on newly growing tips (like
crape myrtle) can grow out of shape quickly. You
may have to prune a bit hard during dormancy and
then let them grow out when blooming.
Normally the best fertilizer to use is cakes made of
organic material. They should be spread around the
soil surface. The plant gets a bit of food each time
you water.

April weather can vary from extremes; freezes can
occur and shortly thereafter it may get so hot you
may need to shield your pots from the direct sun.
Be observant and take necessary measures to protect
young leaves and roots.
[If you have any questions about what has been discussed
here or a specific issue you’re having, post your question
at our Facebook page.] 

March Program Review
Pinus Sylvestris (Scots Pine) Styling Demonstration with Elsa Boudouri
Our March Program featured guest artist Elsa Boudouri from her home in Italy. Elsa worked on a scots pine yamadori
that was collected in August of 2018. She had been preparing the tree for the demonstration for about a month prior.
Though we did have some technical difficulties with the live feed coming all the way from Italy, Elsa still provided an
informative program as she took the tree from its initial form to a near-finished look with a wonderful profile. During
the demo Elsa talked about the benefits of mycorrhizae and her technique of applying large bends to the tree in order
to compact it among other topics.
Our thanks to Elsa for a great program!

Beginner’s Bulletin Board
There are no ‘dumb’ questions when you are a beginner at any new endeavor. However sometimes beginners are reluctant to ask a question in a
monthly meeting. Got a question? Send it to Haiying at haiying_huang@yahoo.com for an individual response. Your question may also appear
anonymously here in a future issue so that others can learn.

Question: I am new to bonsai and would like to know where you go for yamadori?
Answer: Typically, in non-Covid times, the club has at least one digging event
every year. It is a must-go event for beginners. Not only will you get some great
field-grown materials to start your bonsai collection, the valuable advice and
suggestions from experienced club members will make the trip worthwhile. In
addition to the club dig, you may have a neighbor planning to redo his/her landscape
soon and wanting get rid of some good bonsai material or a friend with some open
land that has material for bonsai. Just tap into your Facebook ‘friends’ and you’d be
surprised what you might find. Just remember that permission is always needed
before digging on any land!
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2021 Programs
Date

Month

Topic
Deadwood and restyle
Elm
Repotting Bonanza
Styling Demo
Styling a Mugo or Scot
Pine

February
March

2/6/2021
3/6/2021

Mauro
Stemberger
Bonsai Smiths
Elsa Boudouri

April

4/3/2021

Pavel Slovak

May

5/1/2021

Michael Ryan Bell

Bonsai Pots Lecture

June

6/5/2021

July

7/10/2021

Bonsai Smiths
Boon
Manakativipart

TBD - BYOT ?!?!?
& Celebration?
Demo and BYOT
Workshop

August
September
October

8/7/2021
9/4/2021
10/2/2021

Club Auction

November

11/6/2021

Bonsai Smiths

December

12/4/2021

January

1/2/2021

Meeting Form

Artist

Working Pines and others

Elsa Boudouri

Status

Zoom

Confirmed

Zoom
Zoom

Confirmed
Confirmed

Zoom

Confirmed

Zoom

Confirmed

TBD

Proposed

TBD

Confirmed

TBD

Proposed

TBD

Proposed

Pavel Slovak

Mauro Stemberger

Michael Ryan Bell

Boon Manakativipart
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April’s To-do List

Member News
Got news to share? Let us know…

This is a simple monthly checklist for those enthusiasts who
have the knowledge and skill required to perform the tasks
listed. It is intended to tell you ‘what’ to do, not ‘how and why”
to do it. Want to know more? Send in any questions you
might have or come to any monthly program to discuss further.

All Species
•
•
•
•

Fertilize 4 – 6 weeks after repotting
Watch and treat for pests
Apply wire (if not recently repotted)
Remove wire if cutting into branches

Deciduous
• Prune, wire, and style

Evergreen/Conifer
• Prune, wire, and style
• Fertilize pines heavily

Hope you and your family are safe and healthy
during this unprecedented time. There are many
ways we can connect with our members while
staying at home. Consider posting at our Facebook
page, writing an article for the newsletter, or sending
suggestions for our future virtual programs.
https://www.facebook.com/BonsaiSocietyofDallas1

Link of the Month
Bonsai Techniques - Fertilizing: John Miller use to
say that “most of the bonsai trees I see are underfertilized”. The link is a lesson by Lew Buller on
fertilizing bonsai tree.
https://www.bonsai-bci.com/index.php/bonsaiappreciation-articles-menu/lew-lessons/bonsaitechniques/fertilizing

Flowering/Fruit
• Prune sparingly so as not to reduce seasonal
flowers
• Wire and style

Tropical
• Move to spring/summer locations
• Replenish potting supplies for summer repotting

Tip of the Month
Alfalfa Pellets as an Organic Bonsai Fertilizer
Alfalfa pellet, made from dried and ground alfalfa, is a common livestock
feed you can find in feed stores. It can be used as a mild organic fertilizer with
a NPK value of 2-1-1. The pallets contain calcium, iron, magnesium, and zinc,
which are slowly released over a few months. They also contain triacontanol,
a natural growth stimulant. So, it can be useful to encourage new growth in
spring. You can place the pellet on top of the soil. After they have been
watered a few times, they swell up and become mulch, keeping water from
evaporating and the soil from becoming excessively hot. Pricewise, alfalfa
pellet feeds are very economical compared to common garden fertilizers.
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www.bonsaismiths.net
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Bonsai Society of Dallas
www.bonsaisocietyofdallas.com

Membership Form
Please mail to:

Bonsai Society of Dallas
P.O. Box 836922
Richardson, TX 75083-6922
Or bring to any club meeting

Bonsai Society of Dallas meets on the first (1st) Saturday of each month.
Time: 9:00 AM
Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________
City: ________________________________ State: ___________________ Zip: ___________________
Telephone: _________________________

E-mail: ___________________________________________

Date: ______________________________

 New Membership

 Individual Membership:

 Renewal Membership

 Joint Membership:

$30.00

$35.00

For the convenience of our membership a roster is published for members only in March of each year.
Please check the appropriate box if you do not wish to be included

 Include me in the membership roster

 Exclude me from the membership roster
Do Not Cut: For Treasurer Use
Member Receipt

Name: ________________________________________ Membership Year _____________________________
Amount Paid: ______________

Date: ___________________

Received By: _________________________
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